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PREFACE
In 2005 the State of Bihar embarked upon

upon by these efforts and have noticed

a new journey —a journey where women

these changes in the everyday life. It ac-

was central to the idea of growth and

knowledges the strong positive changes

development. Thus, there ensued a series

in the field of women empowerment but

of positive actions ranging from affir-

also notes that much more is desired.

mative actions for women, namely policy

However, the state through its efforts in

and legislative shifts and/or formulations

the last ten years have set-up a strong

complimented through a plethora of

base from where the required compre-

programmatic interventions. Of course

hensive transformation will be rather

than, not only the mainstream discourse

relatively easier, if backed by same spirit

was transforming but was also generating

and commitment.

a particular women/gender friendly kind
of imagery in popular culture and media.
Seldom there was an attempt to bring all
those transformative changes in one place
and measure an impact of these through
scientific evidences and appreciate the efforts that the state government has taken
at a time that is so full of opportunities.
Gender Alliance as a collective of 270
organizations in Bihar has been touched

Gender Alliance

A modest attempt has been made in
the current work to capture only some
highlights of the initiatives in the State
of Bihar and capture the changes not only
through quantitative evidences but also
through intergenerational changes in the
everyday life of common people as well as
through the eyes of Global leaders.
A coffee book cannot be an exhaustive
work and neither has it claimed to be.

There may be some areas that may have
not been covered. However, the spirit and
idea is to acknowledge, showcase and capture the transformative and revolutionary
changes that the state has so brilliantly
brought about. Omissions and Commissions are however ours.

STRENGTHENING LAW & ORDER TO PROMOTE

WOMEN’S SAFETY AND SURVIVAL
INITIATIVES
INITIATIVES
•

Working Women Hostel being operated
in Patna district to provide safe
accommodation to working women.

•

‘Mukhyamantri Nari Shakti Yojana’ Women Helpline have been established
and made functional in 38 district of
State under ‘MukhyaMantri Nari Shakti
Yojana’ to provide free psychological
and legal aid to the victims of domestic
violence. This scheme also has the
components like short stay homes,
trainings for skill building and capacity
building.

Every Married
Women who
experienced
spousal violence

2015

59%

43.2%

(NFHS)

2005

“

“We are getting a lot of
support from the people
and Government of Bihar.
600 Buddhist female
monks who have come from
various countries, faced no
difficulty at all here. We are
extremely excited coming
to the holy place of Vaishali
In Bihar.”

LEKSHE TSOMO
Professor at the University of San Diego,
Founder and Past President of Sakyadhita: International
Association of Buddhist Women

lqfe=k nsoh ¼75 lky½
de mez esa gh 'kknh gks x;h Fkh vkSj xjhch ds dkj.k i<+ ugha
ik,A ngst ds dkj.k cky fookg dj nsrs gSa D;wafd ftruk yM+dh
i<+sxh] mruk t~;knk ngst nsuk iM+sxkA ge viuh csVh dks 10 oha
rd i<+k;s gSa D;wafd c<+rh egaxkbZ ds dkj.k ngst nsuk vkSj Hkh
eqf'dy gks tkrk gSA ge tSls xjhc etnwjh djds jksthjksVh dekrs
gS] ;gk¡ dy ds [kkus dk Hkjkslk ugha gS vkSj ckdh dh mez ngst
nsus ds dkj.k fy, gq, dtZ pqdkus esa xqtj tkrh gSA vxj 'kjkc
canh dh rjg ngst canh Hkh dj nh tk;s rks blls t~;knk vPNk
dksbZ dke ugha gks ldrk gSA
ef.k nsoh ¼40 lky½
xk¡o esa Ldwy ugha Fkk vkSj 16 lky esa gh 'kknh gks x;h FkhA ge
i<+uk pkgrs Fks exj u dksbZ Ldwy Fkk vkSj u dksbZ i<+us dk
ekgkSyA ge rks vHkh;ks i<+s ds pkgr jguh] vxj dksuks gejk ds
i<+k;s rks] v{kj vk¡py ;kstuk esa uke fy[kk;s gSaA cgq dh ekj [kkus
ls csgrj gSa ds ge Hkh i<+ fy[k ds dqN dke djsA ge pqipki
tkdj ifr ds f[kykQ ulcanh djok, gSa rkfd gekjk cPpk i<+
ldsA ifr 'kjkc ih dj lkjk iSlk cckZn djrk Fkk vkSj ekjrk Hkh
FkkA 'kjkc canh ds ckn ls iSlk ?kj esa vkrk gSa vkSj vc 'kkfUr ls
thou th ik jgs gSaA
fç;adk dqekjh ¼17 lky½
xkao esa Ldwy u gksus ds dkj.k 8 fdyksehVj nwj lkbfdy ls Ldwy
esa i<+us tkrs gSaA gekjh d{kk o xkao dh yM+dh flQZ ljdkjh
;kstuk dh lgk;rk ds dkj.k i<+us tk ik jgh gSaA i<+uk cgqr
vPNk yxrk gSa exj gekjs xk¡o esa gh Ldwy gksrk rksg vPNk gksrkA
ikik tc 'kjkc ih dj vkrs Fks rks ?kj esa cgqr yM+kbZ gksrh Fkh vkSj
i<+k Hkh ugha tkrk Fkk exj vc 'kkfUr ls i<+ ikrs gSa

STRENGTHENING LAW & ORDER TO PROMOTE

WOMEN’S SAFETY AND SURVIVAL
INITIATIVES
INITIATIVES
•

Samajik Punarvas Kosh Yojan

•

Establishment of the new women
battalion of Bihar Armed Forces

•

Establishment of Women Police Stations
in all the districts

Total Crime Against
Women in Bihar as
proportion All India
Crime Against Women

5%

2005

4%

2015

“

“Due to the fabulous
leadership, Bihar has got in
the form of Nitish Kumar,
the state, a backward
region engulfed in
casteism, is on the road to
development.”

BAL THACKERAY
Founder and Chief (1966-2012) of the Shiv Sena

EDUCATION

INITIATIVES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mukhyamantri Balika Poshak Yojana
Bihar Shatabdi Mukhyamantri Balika
Poshak Yojana
Mukhyamantri Balika Cycle Yojana
Mukhyamantri Balika Protsahan Yojana
Pre-Matric Scholarship
Mukhyamantri Akshar Anchal Yojana
Mahadalit, Alsankhayak and Extremely
Backward Class Akshar Anchal Yojana
Free Coaching Scheme in field of  IT to
women and girls or weaker section
Pre-examination training at
Chandragupta Maurya Management
Institute for SC girls

Literacy rate in
women (%)

37

49.6

2005

2015

“

I recently visited Bihar
and I was both heartened
because of the measures
taken by state government
in the field of education. I
saw scores of schools with
hundreds of students in
every class, and 60 percent
of these were girls.
People are realising how
important girl’s education
is.

jkedyh nsoh ¼75 lky½
ge xjhch ds dkj.k ugha i<+ ik,A gekjs tekus esa i<kbZ
dk pyu ugha FkkA ge xjhc yksx Fks] dekrs [kkrs ;k i<+kbZ
djrsA gekjk tekuk esa iSlk dkSM+h FkksM+s feysyk] gekj iksrh
ds feysyk rks oks i<+sykß
m”kk nsoh ¼38 lky½
i<+kbZ djus dk cgqr eu Fkk] ysfdu xjhch ds dkj.k ugha
i<+ ikbZA ge dke djrs Fks gekjs HkS¸;k i<kbZ djrs Fks] D;wafd
yM+fd;ksa dks i<+k;k ugha tkrk Fkk vkSj gekjh “kknh de mez
esa gks x;h FkhA
gekjs cPps ljdkjh vLirky esa gqvk Fkk] gesa ljdkjh ;kstuk]
tuuh lqj{kk dk ykHk feyk Fkk] ge vehj yksx rks gS ugha
dh futh vLirky tk;sxsA
mtkyk dqekjh ¼15 lky] 8 d{kk½
ljdkjh ;kstuk ds dkj.k gh i<+kbZ dj ikrh gw¡A flQZ eSa gh
ugha] gekjs xkao dh vf/kdrj yM+fd;k ljdkjh ;kstuk ds
dkj.k gh Ldwy tk ikrh gSA gesa ikBîiqLrd ds lkFk lkFk
iks’kkd] lkbfdy vkSj Nk=o`fr Hkh feyrh gSA

KAPIL SIBAL
Union HRD Minister of India

EQUALITY IN

ACCESS THROUGH
AFFIRMATIVE ACTIONS
INITIATIVES

• 50 % reservation to women in

Panchayati raj institutions & urban bodies

• 50 % reservation has been provided to
women in primary school teaching

• 35 % reservation for women across all
cares and services of the State

• 35 % reservation  for women in the
state’s judicial services

• 50 % reservation to women in the
selection of Vikas Mitras.

“

“I have come here after so
many years and I feel this place
has definitely changed. Nitish
Kumarji deserves kudos. Patna
does not look like a metropolitan
city. It looks better. Bihar has
witnessed tremendous growth.
The ambiance has changed.
I have gone through several
projects being carried out for
the development of Bihar and I
really feel very happy to be here.”

varjk nsoh ¼70 lky½
“kjkccanh gksus ls gekjs ?kj esa igys dh vis{kk
T;knk “kkafr gA igys tks dekrs Fks] lc “kjkc ihus
esa [kpZ gks tkrk Fkk] vc FkksM+h cpr gksrh gSA
ysfdu vHkh Hkh iwjh rjg ls can ugha gks ikbZ gS
D;wafd “kjkc dh txg nwljh phts tSls xkatk] Hkkax
tSlh phts ysus yx x, gSA
o”kkZ nsoh ¼28½
gekjh “kknh iaæg lky igys gks x;h FkhA “kjkc
ds dkj.k ?kj esa ekj ihV gksrs jgrh Fkh vkSj pkjks
rjQ dyg dk ekgkSy jgrk FkkA “kjkc can djds
uhrh”k th us cgqr vPNk dke fd;k gSA
LohVh dqekjh ¼10 lky ½
ge ikpoh d{kk esa i<+rs gSA gekjs firkth fjD”kk
pyrs gSA Ldwy esa ges lc dqN feyrk gSA

AMITABH BACHCHAN
Indian Film Actor

FINANCIAL HELP

INITIATIVES
•
•

•

Mukhaymantri Mahila Sashaktikaran
Puraskar Yojana
Credit linkages established with banks
from the year 2007 onwards through
Jeevika. This aims at enhancing small
savings. Important progress has been
recorded in the fields of institutions
building, capacity building and financial
inclusion. Jeevika has been successful in
creating a sound and sustainable base of
self help groups and their federations.
A total of 3.76 lac women’s self help
groups covering 45.23 Lac families were
formed till 2015. At present 15224 village
organisations and 261 cluster level
federations are in operation.  
Jeevika’s financial inclusion made
splendid progress in terms of 125822
Self Help Groups linked to banks. The
progress relates to the period covering
year 2007-08 to 2014-15. Progress in
financial inclusion has also a provision of
institutional loan of Rs. 586.3297 crore to
the Self Help Groups.

A total of 3.76 lac
women’s self help groups
covering 45.23 Lac
families were formed till
2015.

“

“It gives me immense pleasure to
come to the land of Lord Buddha
and Patna, the capital of Patliputra.
This land has given great sons like
Emperor Ashoka , Dr. Rajendra
Prasad and Loknayak Jai Prakash
Narayan. I feel very happy coming
here. Under the visionary leadership
of Shri Nitish Kumar we witness
kindness, compassion and justice
spreading all around. There is
harmony in the social environment.
I wish that this state continuously
prospers in times to come.”

DALAI LAMA- TENZIN GYATSO
Head Monks of Tibetan Buddhism

SKILL

INITIATIVES
•

Dashrath Manjhi Kaushal Vikas Yojana

•

Sabla Programme

•

Women Industrial Training Institutions

•

Students Credit Card

•

Mukhyamantri Nischay Swayam Sahayta
Bhatta

•

Kushal Yuva Karyakram

Currently married
women who usually
participate in
household decisions
(%)

69.2

75.2

2005

2015

“

“Credit goes to the Nitish Kumar Government
for Bihar’s high growth rate, the state had not
depended on central resource but built on its
own capabilities.
Bihar was among the ‘BIMARU’ states, it
registered the highest growth in the 11th Five
Year Plan among all states of the country.
Government of India must be contributing
much more resources to the poor states. And
in case of Bihar we do have a special plan...
when growth expanded from very negligible
levels, it was not because of the resources,
but because something done right in Bihar
which built on Bihar’s own capabilities.”

MONTEK SINGH AHLUWALIA
Indian Economist and The Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission of the Republic of India(2004-2014)

HEALTH

INITIATIVES
•

Janani Suraksha Yojana’. Health
protection was provided to pregnant
women and nursing mothers through
trained health workers like ASHA and
MAMTA.

•

Mukhamantri Kishori Swasthya
Karyakram.

•

Special Govt Concern on Infant Mortality
Rate and Maternal Mortality Rate

•

Mukhyamantri Kanya Suraksha Yojana

•

Aasra’, a 50-bedded special residential
home for ‘mentally challenged women
and girls has been made functional
through an NGO In Patna

Women whose
Body Mass Index
(BMI) is below
normal

(BMI < 18.5 kg/m2)
14 (%)
2005
2015

34%

45%

“

“The effort of Bihar Government
in development are worth
appreciating.
Good work is being done here in
the area of health and especially
in Polio and Kalazar.
Mr. Nitish Kumar, who won reelection to a five-year term as
chief minister last year, has been
credited by political observers
with bringing development to one
of India’s poorest states”

MELINDA GATES
Co-Chair, Operator of Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

HEALTH

INITIATIVES
•

Janani Bal Suraksha Yojana’. Health
protection was provided to pregnant
women and nursing mothers through
trained health workers like ASHA and
MAMTA.

•

Mukhamantri Kishori Swasthya
Karyakram.

•

Special Govt Concern on Infant Mortality
Rate and Maternal Mortality Rate

•

Mukhyamantri Kanya Suraksha Yojana

•

Aasra’, a 50-bedded special residential
home for ‘mentally challenged women
and girls has been made functional
through an NGO In Patna

Institutional
Birth

2005
2015

19.9%

63.8%

“

“When I first visited Bihar’s polio
programme in 2010, I was struck by
the sheer scale of the effort and by
your administration’s keen ability to
work synergistically with the World
Health Organization, UNICEF, Rotary
International and your local polio
partners to reach some of the most
remote and high-risk regions in Bihar.
Even activities in the Kosi River region,
which undoubtedly present some of the
most challenging conditions faced by the
global polio programme, were robust.

BILL GATES
Chief Executive and Chairman of Microsoft

Nitish Kumar personal leadership has been
extraordinary and your administration deserves
special credit for this accomplishment. We hope
your example inspires other governments around
the world to strive for similar successes in this
truly global effort.
As you are aware, it is now more important
than ever to sustain this remarkable progress.
Despite the absence of reported polio cases
in Bihar since September 2010, the risk of
wild poliovirus importation through migrant
groups and in high-risk areas continues to be
very real. Your continued personal supervision
of polio vaccination and surveillance efforts
is critical and I would urge you to maintain
regular communication with high-risk districts,
particularly in the Kosi region to understand and
directly address critical challenges”

MAINSTREAMING GENDER IN POLICY &
LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORKS
INITIATIVES
•

•
•

•

•

Bihar State Women Empowerment Policy,
2015 has been approved and adopted in
March 2015 for social, economic, political
and cultural advancement of the women
and to bring them in national mainstream
of development. The policy strives for
eliminating gender based discrimination,
caste and structural hindrances restricting
women’s access to social, economic, political,
educational and health related resources.
It will also ensure women’s judicious access
to resources and creation of a conducive
environment.
Tarang- An awareness programme towards
Education
Land is being purchased in the name of
female member of the family under state
government’s policy decision to provide land
purchasing tax scheme to the Mahadalit
landless families.
Establishment of Gender Resource Centre
for capacity building on laws and acts related
to violence and to conduct advocacy on
issues related to women empowerment.
Cent-percent exemption on the vehicle tax
for the three-wheelers, taxi, motor cabs, maxi
cabs registered on the name of women and
being operated by women.

“

“Bihar’s development
has become the talk of
the country. The state
Government is doing a good
job.”

KIRAN BEDI
First Lady IPS Officer (1972–2012) &
Social activist

MAINSTREAMING GENDER IN POLICY &
LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORKS
INITIATIVES
•

•

•

Exemption approved on registration and
stamp duty for the registration of the
documents of property, to increase women’s
ownership on property.
Approval provided for implementation
of Aajeevika Skills and Mahila Kisan
Sashaktikaran project after a re-structuring
of National Rural Livelihood Mission. The
government has sanctioned an additional
exemption of 3 percent in paying the interest
rate on the loan taken for initiating an
enterprise by poor women under the scheme.
Formulation of state action plan for the
self helpgroups movement aiming at
integrated development and empowerment
of the women belonging to poor and
vulnerable section. Jeevika project aims
at forming 10 Lac self help groups that will
have a participation of 1.5 crore women.
The intervention will provide income
opportunities to BPL families residing in rural
areas.

“

“I appreciated Mr Nitish
Kumar’s “Bihar model of
development” with its
emphasis on social sector
development, particularly in
education, healthcare and
community development.”

t;’kadj ‘kekZ ¼ljiap] vjko xzke½
fcgkj igyk ,slk jkT; gS tgk¡ efgykvks dks
fgr esa j[kdj fodkl dh ;kstuk;sa cu jgh gSA
efgykvks dks iapk;r esa 50% vkj{k.k Hkh fey jgk
gSA ysfdu T;knkrj efgykvks dh txg muds
eqf[k;k ifr gh fu.kZ; ysrs gS D;wafd efgykvks esa
f”k{kk o tkudkjh dh deh gS ftlds dkj.k mudh
Hkkxhnkjh uk ds cjkcj gksrh gSA in rks fey jgk
gS ysfdu ikoj ugha ys ik jgh gS blfy, yMfd;ks
dks f”kf{kr o tkx:d djuk t:jh gSA
paækSrh nsoh ¼50 lky½
igys dh vis{kk vc dkuwu O;oLFkk lgh gSA igys
dqN gksrk Fkk rks iqfyl vkrh Hkh ugha Fkh vc rks
ekjihV gksus ij Hkh iqfyl vk tkrh gSA
cfcrk nsoh ¼30 lky½
vc lekt esa “kkafr gS] lqjf{kr eglwl djrs gSA
igys efgykvks ds lkFk T;knk xyr gksrk FkkA vc
rks ge vius cPpks dks nwj Hkh i<+us Hkstrs gS fQj
Hkh Mj ugha yxrk D;ksafd igys dh vis{kk dkuwu
O;oLFkk T;knk vPNh gSA

ASIF ALI ZARDARI
11th President of Pakistan (2008 to 2013)

